EPHESIANS 
BLESSINGS IN CHRIST 


THE EPISTLE TO EPHESIANS 


* Ephesus was the most important city in 
western Asia Minor (now Turkey). 

* It had a harbor that was at an 
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* Ephesus became a commercial center. It 
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* Paul made Ephesus a center for 
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evangelism for about three years (Ac 
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* It later needed warning (Rev 2:1-7) 
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THE BACKGROUND 
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lt was during this time that Paul sat in Rome undergoing his first Roman 
imprisonment (Ephesians 3:1; 4:1), making Ephesians one of the four epistles 


commonly known as the Prison Epistles. 

The others are Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. 

Unlike several of the other letters Paul wrote, Eohesians does not address any 
particular error or heresy or deal with specific problems in a local congregation. 
Instead, Paul addressed great themes that pertain to the Christian's position in Christ 
As expressed in his prayer for his readers, it was his desire that they might know: 
1. What is the hope of God's calling (Eph 1:18) 

2. What are the glorious riches of God's inheritance in the saints (Eph 1:18) 

3. What is God's great power toward those who believe (Eph 1:19) 

The primary link to the Old Testament in Ephesians is in the startling (to the Jews) 
concept of the church as s the TNE of Christ Sua 5252). 
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THE BACKGROUND 


* This amazing mystery (a truth not previously revealed) of the church, is that “the Gentiles 
are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the 
promise in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 3:6). This was a mystery completely hidden from the 
Old Testament saints (Ephesians 3:5, 9). 

The Israelites who were true followers of God always believed they alone were God's 
chosen people (Deuteronomy 7:6). Accepting Gentiles on an equal status in this new 
paradigm was extremely difficult and caused many disputes among Jewish believers and 
Gentile converts. 
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* Paul also speaks of the mystery of the church as the “bride of Christ,” a previously unheard- 
of concept in the Old Testament. 

* In the first 3 chapters, Paul answers his own prayer by expounding upon their spiritual 
blessings in Christ. 

* The last 3 chapters focus on the conduct (or "walk", cf. Eph 4:1,17; 5:2,8,15) expected of 
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OVERVIEW OF EPHESIANS 


INTRODUCTION (Eph 1:1-2) 
DOCTRINE: OUR RICHES IN CHRIST 


(Eph 1:3-3:21) - A CALL TO WALK IN PURITY (Eph 
- OUR SPIRITUAL POSSESSIONS IN 4:17-5:21) 
CHRIST (Eph 1:3-14) - A CALL TO WALK IN HARMONY 
- OUR SPIRITUAL POSITION IN (Eph 5:22-6:9) 
CHRIST (Eph 2:1-22) - A CALL TO WALK IN VICTORY (Eph 
6:10-20) 
DUTY: OUR RESPONSIBILITIES IN 
CHRIST (Eph 4:1-6:20) CONCLUSION (Eph 6:21-24) 
- A CALL TO WALK IN UNITY (Eph 
4:1-16) 
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